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Dear AGO Members, 

Greetings to each of you in this new year of 2024 and I hope all of your seasonal music went 
well. Do feel free to take a break before it all starts again for the upcoming season of musical 
preparation because it will be here before you know it. 

For those planning to attend the AGO national convention in San Francisco this summer June 
30-July 4, I trust that you were able to take advantage of the early bird registration. It appears 
in reading the program that it will be a most exciting time. 

Our chapter has planned an organ recital on April 6th - 3:00 P.M. at St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church by Abigail Crafton, the winner of the AGO Southeast Region competition, who is a high 
school student from Savannah, Georgia. Abigail will be competing with the other six regional 
winners this summer at the National Convention in San Francisco. Also, mark your calendar for 
another organ recital May 14th - 6:00 P. M. at Duke University Chapel in Durham of our 
member, Stephen Aber, Organist of Hayes Barton United Methodist Church.

In addition, young organists and pianists will participate in the Cooper-Miller auditions at an 
area church February 17. Winner(s) will be announced by March 1.

On behalf of the board and entire membership of the Central NC Chapter, we graciously thank 
Dr. Daniel Hester and the Campbell University faculty and staff for a wonderful “Open Console 
Day” on their campus. It was enthusiastically enjoyed by all in attendance. 
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CHAPTER COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter published monthly by the Central North 
Carolina Chapter, American Guild of Organists. Sub-
mission Deadline: 24th of preceding month. Submit 
items by email (preferred), phone, or mail to the 
Newsletter Editor.
You can also find us on Facebook, thanks to Lyn 
Francisco's administration: 
https://www.facebook.com/cnccago/

The Chapter is very grateful for the generous 
contributions that 

David Cole and Dave Rivers 
made to the 

Cooper Miller Scholarship Fund.

IN THIS ISSUEEXECUTIVE BOARD
Dean: Dr. Mark Andersen
205 E. Elizabethtown Rd.
Lumberton, N.C. 28358
910-739-5481, ncagoconvener@gmail.com

Subdean: John Massenburg
5536 Quitman Trail, Raleigh, NC 27610-6470
(H) 919-772-5597,  jmj777@att.net

Secretary/Professional Relations and 
Placement: Elizabeth Goldstein-Epstein
3700 Baron Cooper Pass #307
Raleigh, NC 27612
(C) 941-928-0176
elizabethgoldstein@yahoo.com

Treasurer & Registrar: Lee Harris
210 West Blvd., Laurinburg, N.C. 28352 
(H) 910-277-9005, pichpipe45@gmail.com

Members at Large

Membership Chair: 

Scholarship Committee Chair:
Lorraine M. Magnuson
8825 O’Neal Road, Raleigh, N.C. 27613 
(H) 919-870-6942, raineymag@gmail.com

Historian: Noël Hamm
1001 Beringer Place, Apex, N.C. 27502 
(H) 919-362-9226, noel2bach@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor: Tamara Lewis
418 Arlington Circle, Sanford, NC, 27330 
(C) 919-356-8438, trailsong26@gmail.com

Joshua Sobel
100 N Tamilynn Circle
Cary, NC 27513
(H) 919-466-7485
pipeorgan101@gmail.com

Tanner Winchester
2420 Tiltonshire Ln, Apex, NC 27539
(C) 919-900-0630 
tanner.winchester@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/cnccago/


AGO Central NC Chapter Newsletter 3 February, 2024

OPEN CONSOLE DAY AT 
CAMPBELL UNIVERSITY

Eleven people tried out the organs at Campbell University on a cold day in January. Experience 
ranged from a pre-teen son of a dad who is building an organ and learning to play to the expertise 
of our own Dean, Mark Andersen.  Other attendees included an organ major from ECU, an adult 
"rank" beginner who is beginning his organ studies, a recent piano major graduate, a part time 
organist who teaches piano, and our own Lynn Andersen, Tamara Lewis, and Tanner Winchester.

Dr. Daniel (Danny) Hester introduced  the group to the Zimmer organ in the chapel and the 
Allen organ in the performing arts hall. Everybody could play prepared pieces or just try out stops 
to enjoy the sounds. Danny shared details about the selction and installation of both organs as 
well as their signature features. (Who knew you could have a pull out desk drawer under the key 
desk? I want one!!)

Attendee Tanner Winchester suggested doing a similar event soon, especially since several 
people said they couldn't attend this one or didn't hear about it in time. We will need your help 
and input for a location, date, and publicity to reach out to existing and potential AGO members! 
We don't have to have a university sized instrument. In fact, it might be most helpful to gather 
around a "regular" instrument and network about all the possibilities available on it. I know I have 
learned a great deal hearing someone else play "my" organ with fresh registration ideas.
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Cooper-Miller Scholarship Auditions

 will be on Saturday, Feb. 17. 
Location is Church of Nativity Episcopal on 

Ray Road.  
 Auditions will be at 10, 11, 12, and 1. 

Visitors are always welcome. 

We have four excellent applicants this year, 
so feel free to drop in and enjoy the talents 
and enthusiasm of these young musicians. 
Contact Lorraine Magnuson at  
raineymag@gmail.com for details.

A hearty wlelcome to Emmitt Davis from Louisburg, NC. 
 He is available to substitute.

(See contact information all members in the Directory that was 
emailed with this issue.)
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

EXCITING NEWS FROM AGO 
HEADQUARTERS! 

Raleigh native Jacob Montgomery, who 
was our Cooper Miller Organ Scholarship 
winner in 2013, was just announced as one 
of the semifinalists for the 2024 National 
Young Artists Competition in Organ 
Performance! 

Jacob was one of nine semifinalists 
selected to play in the Semifinal Round 
which will be held on June 27, 2024, at 
Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church in 
conjunction with the 2024 AGO National 
Convention in San Francisco, California.

Congratulations, Jacob!
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MUSIC EVENTS AT DUKE UNIVERSITY

Sunday, February 25 

at 4:00 pm
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Apparently, in 2022, Skrabl organ builders in Slovenia built a 
new 64' untersatz. It appears to be 32' tall, stopped, and seems to 
be the third register of 64' pipes in the world to reach low CCCCC. 

Thought this would be a fun one to share.

-MIKE OLSON
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Thoughts from the indomitable
 

Helen Kemp 
(March 31, 1918 – August 23, 2015) 

(Source needed--please send the editor the attribution if known.)
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A native of Garner, North Carolina, Ginger Jones-Robinson endeavors to share the awe of music. A 
mezzo turned soprano, she earned her Bachelor’s degree in Music Education at the University of North 
Carolina in Greensboro and her Master of Music degree from the University of South Carolina (USC). 
Also at USC, she recently completed her Doctor of Musical Arts degree with a focus on the vocal music of 
George Walker. 

Dr. Jones-Robinson has had several appearances as a soloist, including with the Kronos Quartet, the 
Brevard Philharmonic, and the South Carolina Philharmonic. Ginger is a versatile vocalist who is equally 
passionate about the music of Verdi and Margaret Bonds; Handel and Damien Sneed; and Shostakovich 
and Evelyn Simpson-Curenton.

As music educator, Dr. Jones-Robinson has held faculty positions in both pre-collegiate and 
collegiate settings. At Allen University in Columbia SC, she served as the chair of the music department 
while maintaining a vocal studio and directing choral ensembles. During her tenure at Allen, she also 
held posts at  Benedict College, and Claflin University. Currently, she is the director of Choral Activities 
at Northern High School in Durham, NC.Ginger currently resides in Wake Forest NC, with her husband 
(also a music educator) and their energetic and precocious four-year old.
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Spring 2024 Campbell University:  
Division of Fine Arts Events

February
February 1:  Matt Drischoll Trombone APS Recital (ECU Professor) (Scott Concert Hall at 7:00 pm.)
February 7:  Student Informal Recital (Scott Concert Hall at 4:10 pm.)
February 29: Junior Collaborative Informal Recital (Scott Concert Hall at 7:00 pm.)

March
March 2:  Music Department Federation Piano Competition (Scott Concert Hall / Hobson  Center)
March 8:  Music Depart. NCMEA Middle School Choral Festival (Scott Concert Hall 9:00 am - 5:00 pm)
March 21:  Landen Langston, Senior Voice Recital (Scott Concert Hall at 7:00 pm.)
March 24:  Choral Society Spring Concert (Butler Chapel at 4:00 pm.)
March 27:  Library Symposium Recital (Butler Chapel at 4:00 pm.)

April
April 4:  University Choir Spring Concert (Scott Concert Hall at 7:00 pm.)
April  9:  23rd Annual Wind Ensemble & Symphony Pops Concert (Hobson  Center 7:00 pm.)
April 11:  Percussion Ensembles Spring Concert (Hobson Performance Center 7:00 pm.)
April 12:  Friday Night Rocks (Scott Concert Hall at 7:00pm)
April 14:  Sean Sullivan, Senior Piano Recital (Scott Concert Hall at 4:00 pm.)
April 16 :  Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Collaborative Spring Concert (Hobson Performance Center 7:00 pm.)
April 18:  Chamber Ensembles Spring Concert (Hobson Performance Center at 7:00 pm.) 
April 19:  Front Porch Music @ THE FAB …Campbell University Opera/Theatre & Campbell Voices
April 24:  Student Informal Recital (Scott Concert Hall at 4:10 pm.)
April 20:  Music Department Solo Voice Festival (Scott Concert Hall 9:00 am. - 5:00 pm.)
April 29:  Instrumental Music Faculty Collaborative APS Recital (Scott Concert Hall 7:00 pm.)
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The American Guild of Organists (AGO) 
provides a professional opportunities ser-
vice to its members by sharing informa-
tion about Positions Available. This 
includes both permanent “open benches” 
and also one-time “substitute dates.” The 
Guild cannot endorse or recommend any 
person for a job or substitute date. Mem-
bership in the AGO is open to all who pay 
dues, regardless of education, experience, 
ability and/or skills. The AGO Professional 
Relations Director passes along informa-
tion, which may include salaries offered 
by institutions and specifics about jobs/
dates, as information is received from an 
institution. AGO members are encouraged 
to negotiate salaries and explore options 
with each offered position. The Central 
North Carolina Chapter, AGO does not ac-
cept responsibility for the accuracy of ma-
terial provided for these listings, nor does 
inclusion of information in the listings im-
ply endorsement by the  chapter.

It has come to the attention of the Profes-
sional Relations Director that we have 
churches that do not understand that re-
sumes are for the purview of the appro-
priate search committee. If confidentiality 
is critical to you, please make it clear in 
your cover letter that this is a require-
ment for you, at least in the initial stages 
of inquiry and dialogue. 

If you are seeking a supply organist, the 
fastest method is to contact the Profes-
sional Relations Director with all the per-
tinent information.  When sent to all 
members by email, many requests are 
filled within one hour.  This method has 
saved a lot of time otherwise spent in call-
ing an ever-changing list of names.  Con-
tact information is listed below.  

If you are aware that a church/synagogue 
position is becoming available, (i.e., you 
are making a change), please advise the 
Professional Relations Director as soon as 
possible for listing and distribution. Con-
tact:

Elizabeth Goldstein-Epstein
3700 Baron Cooper Pass,  #307
Raleigh, NC 27612
(C) 941-928-0176
elizabethgoldstein@yahoo.com

 The Professional Relations Director will 
neither recommend anyone for a position 
nor serve as an agent for any member. The 
Professional Relations Director is always 
available to members and to hiring insti-
tutions for the purpose of answering 
questions.

AVAILABLE POSITIONS


