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Dean's Letter

Friends,
Well, my friends, once again, it's Christmas!

Another year has passed, bringing with it new adventures, challenges, blessings, a few quiet
disappointments, and probably some unexpected changes. But the Christmas season, like an old friend,
always seems to bring back memories and traditions that ground us after a year of change. It’s a good
time to pause and reflect. To ponder who we've become during the year and who we hope to become in
the year ahead.

As I've gotten older, I've found it interesting how we all seem to “come home” at Christmas. I often
find myselflooking at the old familiar decorations and reflecting on how life has changed since last year
—where I was, what I was doing, the faces of those around me, and how so much can unexpectedly
change in a year. And yet, I also find myself reflecting on all of the new things I've experienced, how I've
grown, the new faces in my life, and the challenges I've met along the way.

I believe that, in some ways, it might be a universal experience we all share. Finding ourselves a bit
nostalgic when we hear the carols we love, when the Christmas story is shared, or when a recipe or
smell brings back a flood of memories from a different season of our lives. It’s easy to be taken back to a
different time, especially in this reflective season of the year.

So, as we come to the end of the year and find ourselves once again in this reflective Christmas
season, | hope we can all see the beauty in the blessings, the lessons in the challenges, and the endless
possibilities in the year ahead!

I am grateful for each of you, and I hope you all have a wonderfully meaningful Advent and
Christmas season as we gather around the manger and worship the one who came to earth to show us a
perfect love that will never end.

No matter what the new year brings, our lives are always held in the loving hands of our Savior, and
that, my friends, is the greatest peace of all.

Merry Christmas, and I will see you next year!

TANNER WINCHESTER
919-900-0630
TANNER. WINCHESTER(@ GMAIL.COM
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Special thanks to Michael Barnes for his
generous donation to the
Chapter Support Fund.

CHAPTER COMMUNICATIONS

Newsletter published monthly by the Central North
Carolina Chapter, American Guild of Organists. Sub-
mission Deadline: 24™ of preceding month.

The Chapter website is
https://www.centralncago.org/

You can also find us on Facebook, thanks to Lyn
Francisco's administration:

https://www.facebook.com/cnccago

AGO Central NC Chapter Newsletter

2 December 2025



https://www.facebook.com/cnccago/
https://www.centralncago.org/
https://www.centralncago.org
https://www.facebook.com/cnccago/

Chapter Event

The Central NC Chapter of the

AGO presents

“The Pianist’s Primer on
Playing the Organ”

by Kirsten Homdrom

Saturday, January 31
10:00 am

at North Raleigh UMC

(8501 Honeycutt Road)

Are you a pianist who is just starting to play the organ? Or
maybe an organist whose first instrument is the piano?
Join us for this workshop with Dr. Kirsten Homdrom as
she explains how to easily become a confident organist
with your existing skills at the piano!

Dr. Kirsten Homdrom currently serves as Director of
Music and Organist at The Church of the Good Shepherd
in Raleigh. Kirsten has also taught piano and organ to
students of all ages and has performed both in the United
States and abroad. She has a passion for ministering to
people by sharing God’s gift of music in fellowship and
faith. Kirsten holds a B.M. in piano performance from
Baldwin-Wallace University Conservatory of Music and
and a M.M. and D.M.A. in piano performance from the
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music.

For more event information, contact John Massenburg
at jmj777@att.net.
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= Central North Carolina AGO
Chapter Events

2025-2026

Saturday, October18
Preludes, Postludes and Pastries
Hayes Barton Baptist Church, Raleigh

Saturday, November 8
Cooper-Miller and Andersen Scholarship Recital
Jones Chapel, Meredith College, Raleigh

Saturday, January 31
"The Pianist’s Primer on Playing the Organ" with Kirsten Homdrom
10:00 am North Raleigh United Methodist Church, Raleigh

Saturday, February 7

Cooper-Miller and Andersen Scholarship Competition
Church of the Nativity, Raleigh

Saturday, February 21
A Festival of Piano and Organ Duets
3:00 pm First Cary United Methodist Church, Cary

Saturday, April 18
Duke Univerity Chapel Organs and Workshop Crawl with John Santoianni
9:00 am Duke Chapel, Durham

Saturday, May 16
"Introduction and Fundamentals of Choral Conducting" with Mark Woodcock
10:00 am First Baptist Church, Raleigh

Saturday, June 13 End of Year Recital and Members Luncheon with Laura Ellis
11:00 am Hayes Barton United Methodist Church, Raleigh
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Opportunites Knocking Y

Cooper-Miller Scholarship
Auditions Are Coming Soon

Let's spread the word and find the future
2026 Cooper-Miller Organ Scholarship students!

Auditions will be held in a Raleigh church on
Saturday, February 7, 2026. Student must be between 13 and 18; if 18, they must still be
in high school at the time of the audition. For prospective organ students, the audition
may be performed on piano.

Any questions? Contact Lorraine Magnuson, 919-889-5639 raineymag@gmail.com
Complete application packet may be found at https://trailsong.org/cnccago/
or on the Chapter website: https://www.centralncago.org/cooper-miller

AND both the Cooper-Miller and Andersen College Scholarships were mentioned by David Vogels
in his column in the October TAO magazine. We're famous (and one of twelve chapters highlighted
nationally!)

2026 UNC SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
MIpDLE/HIGH ScHOOL ORGAN COMPETITION
JaNnuary 30-FEB. 1, 2026

The Piedmont, North Carolina Chapter of the AGO, in collaboration with the University of North
Carolina School of the Arts and Salem College, is accepting applications for their student organ
competition, which will be held from January 30-February 1, 2026. The competition will take place on
Saturday, Jan. 31. Workshops, lectures, and master classes will take place on Friday, Jan. 30 and Sunday,
Feb. 1. For a full schedule, see the website Organ Festival & Competition.

The application deadline is December 19. Accepted applicants will be notified by January 5.

For more information, visit the Competition .website at
https://www.uncsa.edu/music/events/organ-festival.aspx

or contact Dr. Timothy Olsen at olsent@uncsa.edu.

In addition to participating in the Competition, guest middle and high school organists will be able to
meet other organists their age from around the country, tour the UNCSA & Salem College organ
facilities, hear UNCSA keyboard faculty and students perform in recital, participate in workshops,
masterclasses, lessons, as well as build a small functioning Orgelkids Kit pipe organ!

First Prize in the Intermediate Level is $500)and Second Prize in the Advanced Level is ($1000).

Knock graphic: https://clipart-library.com/knock-on-door-clipart.html
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CoOPER MILLER SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

PERFORMING AT JONES CHAPEL
Meredith College

The Central North Carolina Chapter was treated to a recital by past and current Cooper-Miller
Scholarship winners Nov. 8, 2025. Nearly 50 people attended the event, which was graciously
hosted by Dr. David Lynch, who is the organ professor at Meredith. The students presented
impressive performances on the 25 rank tracker instrument, which is Opus 91 from the Andover
Organ Company.

Our Chapter scholarship for high school students was created in 2008. Since that time, total
awards given have been in excess of $26,000, awarded to a total of 30 students. Many winners
have gone on to advanced study at such schools as Juilliard, Eastman, Jacobs School of Music at
Indiana University, Oberlin, Brigham Young, and others.

Our chapter scholarship is named in part for Dr. Harry Cooper. He was the long-time head of
the music department at Meredith College and also was organist at Christ Episcopal Church and
subsequently at First Baptist Church in Raleigh.

Performers (left to right) are: Miles Fox, Andrew Otto, Seth Austin, Brody Bett, Thomas
Broome, and Sophia Tellier.
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4B o= Member Notes

BrROCK DOWNWARD HONORED BY THE
PRESBYTERIAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSICIANS

In recongintion of his many years of service to the Presbyterian Association of
Musicians, Brock W. Downward was presented with the organization's Honorary Life
Membership Award at this year's Montreat conference on Worship and Music.

Downward is director of music emeritus at White Memorial Presbyterian church in
Raleigh, N.C. He previously received the Order o the long Leaf Pine, the highest award
given to civilians by the State of North Carolina.

Following retirement from fulltime duties, he served as associate organist at St.
Michael's Episcopal Church in Raleigh for 13 years.

(REPRINTED FROM THE AMERICAN ORGANIST SEPTEMBER 2025 p. 24)

- 0 NEw MEMBER

We extend a hearty welcome to

Michael Barnes
New Menbers Are Jains of Raleigh!

MUSIC, MEET, and GREET  Friday, December 12, 2025
7:00 pm | 9:00 pm

A & Daffer Church Organs, inc.

10545 Guitford Road | jessup, MD, 20794

FREE
iPadair?

Purchase an
'i AMERICAMN SERIES ORGAMN

by Decomber 31, 2025 and
e el i you @137 iPad Al

A lnspiring s Authentic
Tonad Expariende,

Tits Asimicay

Hang out, meet and greet Brody Bett in the Showroom at Daffer Church Organs, Brody
will be test driving the all new American 3eries organ and several other models. This
event is open o the public and free of charge, It's a casual and laid back gathering, not
a formal concert. He will play a variety of things and you can hop on and play as well -
maybe even try an organ duet, irio, or gquartet! Join us as we share some time together,
enjoy the season, and give thanks for the gift of music.
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Handel's Messiah at Duke

Friday, December 5, 2025, at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 6, 2025, at 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 7, 2025, at 4:00 p.m.

CHEA KANG, soprano

KEY'MON MURRAH, countertenor
KAY'MON MURRAH, tenor

EDMUND MILLY, bass

DUKE CHAPEL CHOIR

MALLARME MUSIC

ZEBULON M. HIGHBEN, chorusmaster
DAVID RAYL, guest conductor

Since 1933, Duke University Chapel has welcomed the
holiday season with the sublime music of Messiah. From the
haunting strains of “The people that walked in darkness” to
the exuberant triumph of “Hallelujah” and “Worthy is the
Lamb,” George Frideric Handel's masterwork weaves a
musical tapestry that recounts the story of Christ’s life, from

birth through death and resurrection.

This year’s Messiah performances will be presented on
period instruments with Baroque-era tuning, under the
direction of guest conductor David Rayl, Professor Emeritus
of Choral Conducting in the College of Music at Michigan
State University. Each performance will include selections
from Parts I, 11, and I11, and will last approximately two hours

and fifteen minutes with intermission.
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CHAPTER LISTINGS FOR ORGAN INSTRUCTION

The following AGO members are available for organ lessons.

Please contact the teacher you are interested in for more details and
information.

A

Dr. Mark Andersen
910-739-5481
emarka@me.com

Dr. David Baskeyfield
585-880-0343

dbaskeyfield@gmail.com

T

Dr. Filippa Duke

919-691-0463
fmd0611@gmail.com

SR

=

!

Lee Harris

919-757-2469

pichpipe45@gmail.com

Scotland, Richmond and Robeson Counties (NC)
Marlboro County (SC)

o 50, S

s

=S

=

Dr. W. David Lynch
lynchd@meredith.edu

Dr. Timothy Olsen
olsent@uncsa.edu

Dr William ] Weisser
919-812-2986

wjweisser@gmail.com
Wilmington, NC

Please forward any updates to this list to the Tamara Lewis at
trailsong26@gmail.com.
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AVAILABLE POSITIONS

The American Guild of Organists (AGO)
provides a professional opportunities ser-
vice to its members by sharing informa-
tion about Positions Available. This
includes both permanent “open benches’
and also one-time “substitute dates.” The
Guild cannot endorse or recommend any
person for a job or substitute date. Mem-
bership in the AGO is open to all who pay
dues, regardless of education, experience,
ability and/or skills. The AGO Professional
Relations Director passes along informa-
tion, which may include salaries offered
by institutions and specifics about jobs/
dates, as information is received from an
institution. AGO members are encouraged
to negotiate salaries and explore options
with each offered position. The Central
North Carolina Chapter, AGO does not ac-
cept responsibility for the accuracy of ma-
terial provided for these listings, nor does
inclusion of information in the listings im-
ply endorsement by the chapter.

It has come to the attention of the Profes-
sional Relations Director that we have
churches that do not understand that re-
sumes are for the purview of the appro-
priate search committee. If confidentiality
is critical to you, please make it clear in
your cover letter that this is a require-
ment for you, at least in the initial stages
of inquiry and dialogue.

If you are seeking a supply organist, the
fastest method is to contact the Profes-
sional Relations Director with all the per-
tinent information. When sent to all
members by email, many requests are
filled within one hour. This method has
saved a lot of time otherwise spent in call-
ing an ever-changing list of names. Con-
tact information is listed below.

If you are aware that a church/synagogue
position is becoming available, (i.e., you
are making a change), please advise the
Professional Relations Director as soon as
possible for listing and distribution. Con-
tact:

Elizabeth Goldstein-Epstein
3700 Baron Cooper Pass, #307
Raleigh, NC 27612

(C) 941-928-0176
elizabethgoldstein@yahoo.com

The Professional Relations Director will
neither recommend anyone for a position
nor serve as an agent for any member. The
Professional Relations Director is always
available to members and to hiring insti-
tutions for the purpose of answering
questions.
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